Air Force H-53 Tail Number Histories 

A special thanks to the Pave Driver Association for originally collecting and providing this information.

This web page is current as of 17 Jun 99. The information contained on this web page was gathered from a variety of sources, some of which may not be accurate or current. However, if you have any information that may be used to update this page or if you have any general comments, please email Chuck Rouhier at JollyFE@att.net.
Notes 

1. All original USAF HH-53Bs, HH-53Cs, and CH-53Cs are now MH-53Js.

2. The "*" symbol indicates aircraft modified to HH/MH-53H prior to becoming MH-53Js.

3. List does not include CH/NCH/TH-53As obtained from USMC.

Original Design: 

  MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor HH-53B 

8

  MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor HH-53C 

44

  MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor CH-53C 

20

Total 
72 

HH-53B Historical Notes: 

· 66-14428: Currently in service with the 551st SOS at Kirtland AFB, NM.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 66-14429: Crashed at Vance AFB in 1996 while conducting incentive flights for UPT students.  Rebuilt and returned to service.  Currently in service with the 551st SOS at Kirtland AFB, NM.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 66-14430: Combat loss, 18 Jan 1969, 40 ARRS, Udorn RTAB, no fatalaties. Call sign JOLLY GREEN 67, mission was SAR for SANDY 02, an A-1H pilot who was shot down on 17 January. The helo was recovering LTC Morris when the aircraft was hit by ground fire, lost its hydraulic system (SAR log reports first stage servo) and made an emergency landing at 1245G, nine miles southeast of Tchephone Laos. At1251G, JG-70 landed and picked up everyone on board JG-67 as well as the survivor. At 1300G, the order was given for fast movers to destroy JG-67; at 1508G the SAR log reads "RUSTIC flight got a good hit on JG-67 – it’s burning - lots of green backs going up in flames."   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 66-14431: Ops loss, 1998, 551 SOS, Kirtland AFB, NM, no fatalaties. Jan 89 - Yarrawonga rescue off the coast of Ireland (35 saves). DESERT STORM - Corvette 01 rescue attempt in Northern Iraq (21st SOS). Destroyed by USMC pilot on acceptance check flight after depot maintenance at Cherry Point. Took off with no oil in intermediate gear box, which subsequently seized up while in a hover.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 66-14432: Currently in service with the 551st SOS at Kirtland AFB, NM.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 66-14433*: Prototype HH-53H, roll out 18 Sep 1975; First H-53 in the world with over 10,000 flying hours; Currently in service with the 551st SOS at Kirtland AFB, NM.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 66-14434: Combat loss, 28 Jan 1970, 40 ARRS, Udorn RTAB, 5 killed; Shot down by IR missile from a MiG-21 while attempting rescue of an F-105 pilot (only H-53 lost to a fighter).   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 66-14435: Ops loss, Sep 1981, 1551 CCTW, Kirtland AFB, NM, all killed; Main rotor blade struck a tree and aircraft impacted ground during evasive maneuver training.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)
 

HH-53C Historical Notes: 

· 67-14993: Currently in service with the 21st SOS at RAF Mildenhall, UK.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 67-14994: First MH-53J, roll out 17 Jul 1987. Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 67-14995: Flight lead during VEGA 31 and HAMMER 34 rescue missions in Serbia during Operation ALLIED FORCE.  Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 67-14996: Logistics loss, Oct 1969, 55 ARRS, Eglin AFB, FL, all killed; Aircraft went out of control during aerial refueling over the Gulf of Mexico and crashed into water.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-8283: Combat loss, 30 Jun 1970, 40 ARRS, Udorn RTAB, shot down by ground fire during rescue mission of NAIL 44 (OV-10A). Number of casualties unknown.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-8284: Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-8285: Combat loss, 21 Jul 1971, 40 ARRS, Udorn RTAB, no fatalities; Son Tay Raid (Apple 4), Nov 1970; Shot down in a hover on a drone recovery mission north of the PDJ. Crew recovered by Air America H-1 and two H-34s. Destroyed by friendly forces once it was determined to be unrecoverable.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-8286: Nine lives! Son Tay Raid (Apple 3), Nov 1970; Took 37mm round in cargo hook in SEA; Crashed near Ft Pickett Virginia during a brown out landing in 1988; Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10354: Ops loss, Oct 1986, 6514 TS, Hill AFB, UT, no fatalities; Aircraft settled with power and crashed short of LZ during a ridgeline approach. Destroyed in post-crash fire.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10355: Logistics, Jan 1985, 6594 TG, Hickam AFB, HI, all killed; MRB separated from head while hovering over ship during rescue attempt.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10356: Desert Storm - 1st mission of the war, 1st coalition acft on Kuwait City Intl., 1st coalition acft at U.S. embassy in Kuwait City; Currently in service with the 551st SOS at Kirtland AFB, NM.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10357: Lead H-53 for Son Tay raid (Apple 1) Nov 1970; Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10358: Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10359: Combat, 27 Mar 1972, 40 ARRS, Nakhon Phanom RTAB, all killed; Son Tay Raid (Apple 5), Nov 1970; Shot down on escort mission in Southern Laos and burned.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10360: Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10361: Combat, 18 Aug 1972, 37 ARRS, Danang RSVN, no fatalities; Son Tay Raid (Apple 2), Nov 1970; Destroyed on ground during VC rocket attack.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10362: Logistics, 14 Jun 1973, 40 ARRS, Nakhon Phanom RTAB, 3 of 5 killed; Aircraft went out of control in roll axis and crashed inverted into Lake Tonle-Sap, Cambodia - suspected primary servo hardover.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10363: Currently in service with the 31st SOS at Osan AB, SKORE.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10364: Ops loss, Jun 1999, 20 SOS, Hurlburt Field, FL, 1 killed; Assault on Koh Tang Island (Jolly Green 11), May 1975; 1st MH-53J to see combat (Just Cause, 20 Dec 1989); Took ground fire over Panama City; Crashed while attempting to execute “go around” from a dust out approach.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10365: Combat, 6 Apr 1972, 37 ARRS, Danang RSVN, all killed; Shot down by large caliber AAA during "Bat 21" rescue attempt.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10366: Combat, 25 Nov 1971, 37 ARRS, Danang, RSVN, 4 of 5 killed; Returning to DaNang low level down a river, pilot shot in belly, slumped over onto controls.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10367: First Pave Low in combat - Operation Just Cause, Dec 1989; Led first mission of Desert Storm, Jan 1991; Currently in service with the 31st SOS at Osan AB, SKORE.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10368: Ops Loss, Jun 1977, 67 ARRS, Woodbridge AB, UK, no fatalities; Settled with power and crashed during a hurried approach at the airfield; Now a cockpit trainer at Kirtland AFB, NM.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10369: Flew 1st mission of Desert Storm, Jan 1991; Currently in service with the 31st SOS at Osan AB, SKORE.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5784: Currently in service with the 21st SOS at RAF Mildenhall, UK.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5785: Assault on Koh Tang Island (Jolly Green 42), May 1975; Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5786: Logistics, Jul 1980, 1551 CCTW, Kirtland AFB, NM, 1 killed; Assault on Koh Tang Island (Jolly Green 44), May 1975; Lost cyclic roll authority and crashed due to aux tank fuel imbalance during Honey Badger Exercises at Dugway Proving Grounds, UT.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5787: Ops, Feb 1979, 33 ARRS, Kadena AB, Japan, 4/5 killed; 1st helicopter trans-Pacific flight (lead), 1970; MRB struck drogue during aerial refueling, tail rotor pylon separated due to severe vibration, aircraft crashed into sea.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5788: Combat, 27 Dec 1972, 40 ARRS, Nakhon Phanom RTAB, no fatalities; 1st helicopter trans-Pacific flight (wingman), 1970; Aircraft took round through probe and couldn't refuel, abandoned and destroyed by A-7 Sandy with napalm. Multiple hits in main and aux fuel tanks and engines. Copilot wounded.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5789: Accomplished multiple gear-up landings at Stradishall LZ in the UK in late 80s/early 90s.  Flight engineer stepped over the probe during a walk around and didn’t notice anything amiss; Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5790*: Currently in service with the 21st SOS at RAF Mildenhall, UK.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5791*: First production HH-53H Pave Low, roll out 13 Mar 1979; Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5792: Ops, 27 Jul 1982, 1551 CCTW, Kirtland AFB, NM, all killed; Assault on Koh Tang Island (Jolly Green 43), May 1975; Impacted ground during descent from air refueling at night.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5793: Assault on Koh Tang Island (Jolly Green 12), May 1975; Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5794: Assault on Koh Tang Island (Jolly Green 13), May 1975; Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5795: Assault on Koh Tang Island (Jolly Green 41), May 1975; Crashed in Arabian Desert during Desert Shield and lost tail while accomplishing “hover couplers;” Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5796: Yarrawonga rescue off coast of Ireland; Currently in service with the 201st SOS at RAF Mildenhall, UK.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 69-5797: Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 73-1647*: Ops, 17 Oct 1984, 20 SOS, Hurlburt Field, FL, all killed; Impacted ridgeline during night TF mission in heavy rain squall during Exercise "Cope Thunder" in Crow Valley near Clark AB, Philippines.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 73-1648*: 1st fully SLEPed MH-53J; Crashed during a CAPEX in Sep 1987, killing 1 Ranger; Currently in service with the 21st SOS at RAF Mildenhall, UK.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 73-1649*: Removed bodies of 903 Americans at Jonestown, Guyana Nov 78 (55 ARRS); Currently in service with the 31st SOS at Osan AB, SKORE.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 73-1650*: Log, Nov 1984, 20 SOS, Hurlburt Field, FL, no fatalities; Tail rotor and tail rotor gearbox separated from aircraft in flight, autorotated to field near Pope AFB, NC.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 73-1651*: Ops, 21 May 1986, 20 SOS, Hurlburt Field, FL, 1 killed; Removed bodies of 903 Americans at Jonestown, Guyana Nov 78 (55 ARRS); Impacted ridgeline at night during formation approach at Exercise "Elated Cyclone" near Nellis AFB, NV.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 73-1652*: Removed bodies of 903 Americans at Jonestown, Guyana Nov 78 (55 ARRS); Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)
 
CH-53C Historical Notes 

· 68-10922: Ops, Nov 1971, 1551 CCTW, Kirtland AFB, NM, unknown number of fatalities; Impacted ground during night unaided approach to remote LZ.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10923*: One of two CH-53Cs modified to HH/MH-53H configuration to replace early losses (73-1647 and 73-1650); Currently in service with the 31st SOS at Osan AB, SKORE.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10924: Currently in service with the 21st SOS at RAF Mildenhall, UK.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10925: Combat, May 1975, 21 SOS, Nakom Phenom RTAB, 1 killed (2Lt Richard Vandegeer - last name inscribed on Vietnam Memorial); Destroyed by ground fire on beach of Koh Tang Island during Mayaguez rescue (Knife 31).   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10926: Combat, May 1975, 21 SOS, Nakom Phenom RTAB, 1 killed; Crippled by ground fire on beach of Koh Tang Island during Mayaguez rescue, took off, limped off shore, and crashed (Knife 21).   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10927: Logistics, 17 Mar 1976, 601 TASS, Sembach AB, Germany, all killed; Assault on Koh Tang Island (Knife 51), May 1975; Rolled over and crashed inverted from a hover due to primary servo bolt breakage.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10928: Assault on Koh Tang Island (Knife 22) May 1975; Currently in service with the 31st SOS at Osan AB, SKORE.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10929: Combat, 18 Feb 1971, 21 SOS, Nakhon Phanom RTAB, no fatalities; Lost tail rotor due to ground fire during infil, crashed in LZ.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10930: Slate 46 pickup during Desert Storm, 1st successful combat rescue since Vietnam; Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10931: Combat, 1 Mar 1971, 21 SOS, Nakhon Phanom RTAB, 2/4 killed; Took severe ground fire on infil as lead of a three ship inserting Laotian soldiers.  Lost one engine and attempted to egress, bypassing enemy troops before crashing into trees near friendly troops.  Cockpit destroyed in crash, killing pilots.  Cabin occupants escaped while aircraft burned.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10932: Logistics, Jun 1995, 31 SOS, Osan AB, SKORE, no fatalities; Assault on Koh Tang Island (Knife 32), May 1975; Catastrophic input drive shaft failure on short final, ruptured fuel and oil lines caught fire, aircraft burned in LZ.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 68-10933: Logistics, May 1975, 21 SOS, Nakom Phenom RTAB, all killed; MRB separated from head in flight. Enroute to USS Mayaguez operation (Koh Tang Island) – 18 USAF security policemen on board.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 70-1625: Chalk 2 during HAMMER 34 rescue mission in Serbia during Operation ALLIED FORCE.  Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 70-1626: Assault on Koh Tang Island (Knife 52), May 1975; DESERT STORM - Corvette 01 rescue attempt in Northern Iraq (21st SOS); Currently in service with the 21st SOS at RAF Mildenhall, UK.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 70-1627: Combat, May 1975, 21 SOS, Nakom Phenom RTAB, no fatalities; Disabled by ground fire on beach of Koh Tang Island during Mayaguez rescue (Knife 23).   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 70-1628: Logistics, Jan, 1975, 21 SOS, Nakom Phenom RTAB, loss circumstances and details unknown.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 70-1629*: One of two CH-53Cs modified to HH/MH-53H configuration to replace early losses (73-1647 and 73-1650); Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 70-1630: Flew 1st mission of Desert Storm, Jan 1991; Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 70-1631: Currently in service with the 20th SOS at Hurlburt Field, FL.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)

· 70-1632: Ops, Sep 1975, 601 TASS, all killed; Dual engine failure due to ice ingestion, NR bled off, autorotation attempt too late.   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor (Return to top of page...)
 

